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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 5044 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, ID, JA 

SUBJECT: SUHARTO'S COMMENTS TO ARITA ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: TOKYO 5677 

JAPANESE POLITICAL COUNSELOR NUMATA TELLS US THAT SUHARTO 
IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH ARITA EXPRESSED HOPE THAT IN 
PURSUING ITS HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM USG WOULD NOT ATTEMPT 
TO APPLY AMERICAN CULTURAL NORMS TO INDONESIAN SOCIETY. 

ACCORDING TO NUMATA, ARITA WAS SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT 
SUHARTO RAISED THIS SUBJECT SINCE IT HAD NOT FIGURED IN 
TALKS BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRIMIN FUKUDA. IT IS 
PERHAPS FOR THIS REASON THAT JAPANESE CHARACTERIZED REMARKS 
AS EXPRESSION OF DISSATISFACTION WITH US POLICY (PARA 5 
REFTEL). 
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